Week 10 Term 3 2022
Respect, Responsibility and Community
Mon 26th Sept
Yr 6 Trans WHS 9-11.15
Soccer Gala Day
Assembly 2.45pm
Wed 28th Sept
Soup & Sides
Thurs 29th Sept
Mid Murray Sports Day
Waikerie Rec Oval 9.15
Fri 30th Sept
Last day of term
Early Dismissal 2.20pm
TERM 4
Mon 17th Oct
School Resumes
Tues 18th Oct
GC Meeting 3.45pm
(quick meeting to discuss
M&S fees and values
signage)
Wed 19th Oct
MPS Sports Day

It is hard to believe that another term is coming to an end. It has been a busy term
at MPS and many of our families have certainly had their fair share of winter
illnesses. As the term draws to a close I know we are all looking forward to warmer
weather and a well-deserved break. There has been so many wonderful learning
opportunities for our students this term and I am always impressed with the
engaging learning opportunities in classrooms and motivation of students to
improve their learning and support their classmates. I really do hope you have a
wonderful spring holiday break with your family.
Student Progress and PAT Reading and Math testing
Over the past few weeks all South Australian Government Schools have been
participating in Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT). These tests are conducted
online each year and provide another measure of your child’s growth in reading and
maths, results are able to be accessed on completion of the tests and teachers are
able to analyse and respond to the data immediately. They are currently sharing the
results with students highlighting strengths and areas for improvement. Teachers
will use the data in future programming and planning and respond to this in term 4
explicit teaching.
Student traffic light data, which indicates your child’s progress is included with your
newsletter today. As previously mentioned parent teacher discussions are always
available so you can keep updated regarding your child’s learning, their steps for
improvement and wellbeing needs. Please contact your child’s teacher via Seesaw
or normal communication channels if you would like to discuss the traffic light data
and check in on progress.
Student Free Day
The Student Free Day provided us with an opportunity to collaborate with other
teachers in our local area. As part of the small school spotlight Mr Stevens and Miss
Pfitzner did a fantastic job and sharing the maths learning that has occurred in their
classes this year with the implementation of the Department for Education Maths
Units. Some of the highlights shared included the increase in mathematical
vocabulary being used by students across our site, the variety of hands on tasks and
manipulative is being used in their maths lessons has led to higher engagement.
Maths is certainly a favourite subject of many students at our school and this is
reflection of the teaching approach by all staff.

SAPSASA Athletics
We are very proud of Noah as he had the
opportunity to compete in the relay team in
Adelaide on Friday. A great result from the
Riverland, finishing in second place. The relay
team represented the Riverland with pride and
received a bronze medal for their efforts.

Morgan Sports Day
Unfortunately due to weather conditions we had to cancel our Sport’s Day. This has now been re-scheduled
to Term 4 Wednesday 19th October. We look forward to this event and apologise for inconvenience, hopefully
we will see you all there in Week 1 to cheer on your child’s team.
Please note that any money paid for hotdog lunches will be carried over until week 1 sports day.

Mid Murray Sports Day – this Thursday
Please find a copy of the day’s program enclosed with today’s newsletter pack. As per last newsletter, we
are requesting that families transport their own children for the day. We have booked the Mid Murray
Council bus and have some seats available. First in, first seated. Please contact Jo asap if you require a bus
seat for your child. The bus will depart at 8.30am,
Please note that assembly of schools in their areas is at 9.15am.
Aim of the day
The Mid Murray Sports Day committee comprising representation from all schools have continued with the
changes made in 1993 so as to keep our Sports Day abreast of the needs of children in the 2000’s, and the
Education Department expectations while maintaining some essential and popular traditions.
The sports day has a mixture of team and individual events and is conducted under a Tabloid System.
The main aim of the Tabloid System is to achieve maximum child participation regardless of their sporting
ability. Every child is given an opportunity to participate and score a result.
Parents are requested to encourage and cheer children from the spectator areas only. Please do not run
with the children or mingle with children in their groups. It will greatly assist organisers and stewards if you
would comply with this request.
Please note that children are all listed by the year in which they were born, as is done will all SAPSASA
sports.
**************************************

Year 6 High School Transition Visit
Today the year 6’s had their first high school
visit. They travelled by bus with Mrs Colbert
and returned about midday.
Next term they will have two full day visits
where they will catch the high school bus.

Wildman’s Visit – What some of our students had to report.
The Wildman visited the whole school on Tuesday. He was wild and we lined up behind these cones that had
a picture on the front. The pictures indicated where we line up. Then the teachers took us into the office and
there was Wildman music on. He guided our groups to sit around the hoops on the floor. When all the groups
were around the different hoops, he turned on the projector and showed us the map of Australia. The map
had all 250 aboriginal colonies that all had their own language and words. Then he showed us the skin of
different animals with include possum, kangaroo, dingo and frogs. Our favourite experience was learning how
the Aboriginals survived in the cold and the summer. I learned that they get water out a frog by squeezing it
and they drink the urine of it.
Fun fact - did you know that if a bull ant bites you could numb the pain by squeezing a cockroach? By squeezing
the cockroach, the juice comes out and dribbles on the bull ant bite. After some time, your bite will be numb.
By Ayan and Samuel

On Tuesday we had a Wildman visit. His name was Philip ‘Wildman’ Green. He was very funny and very
talented. He had been bitten by 3 venomous snakes, 1 spider, and one goanna and some other insects. He
had brought us some bones, skulls and skin. He brought 2 dingo skin, some possum skin, and also some
kangaroo skins and bones. I learnt that the Aboriginals in the old days killed many dingoes to keep them warm
in the night. I also learnt that Wildman went all over Australia, travelling over one million kilometres. He found
a lot of places that the government didn’t know about. He made all of the school touch some of his stuff like
dingo skin and possum skin. It was really fun, and I enjoyed my time.
By Rhys

On Tuesday (Week 9), we were visited by the wild man. He told us all about the indigenous people and how
they lived in the wild before white people came.
First, he told us about their clothing and what they wore. He said they used kangaroo skin and that they wore
it fluffy side showing outwards when it rains so that the rain does not soak in and make them cold. If it is not
raining, they wore it fluffy side on the inside because if they wore it fluffy side facing inside, and it is raining
it will soak in.
Next, he told us about bush medicine and how they used it back then. He told us that if they have a bad sore,
they use leather for a bandage because they didn’t have actual bandages. But first they would use a giant
beetle and squeeze its urine onto their sore.
Then after the medicine he told us about their utensils and tools they used. They used grinding stones to
make flour, to use grinding stones they had one flat rock, an oval/round rock and one type of seed. They also
use spears to kill animals for food or resources.
There are still more things he told us about, but my favourite thing of the day was when we all were in groups
and had a chance to look at all the stuff in the boxes/crates.
By Sophie
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