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Principal News Term 4 Week 1

Welcome back to the start of the final term in the school year. | trust all families had a
safe and relaxing break after what has been a very challenging and different half of the
year. There has been a positive start to Student Attendance for Term 4. We are
averaging 89% across the whole school. Whilst this is pleasing, | still have concerns for
individual students and families whose absence from school is significantly higher than
what should be expected. With the direction from SA Health that it is safe for all students
to be at school, students should only be absent for sickness, family emergencies or
exemption approved by me. Recent changes to the Education Act in regards to
attendance are now in operation, which includes maximum penalties for a parent or carer
who fails to enrol their child in a school or an approved learning program, or fails to take
reasonable steps to make sure their child attends school or participates in an approved
learning program, increasing from $500 to $5,000.

If you are having difficulty getting your child/ren to school or on time, please do not
hesitate in making a time to meet with me where we can work out a plan of action to
support you and your child/ren.

Medication at School

If your child/ren needs to have medication it must be brought to the Front Office and
discussed with Front Office staff. It is a Department for Education requirement that a
Medication Agreement form is provided and must be completed by a GP or Specialist.
Staff are not able to administer medication unless this form is provided to us.
Medication must be provided in original pharmacy packaging - clearly labelled. Asthma
Care Plans must be provided even if students keep their Ventolin for use themselves. If
your child has a Non-specific health condition that requires additional care | ask that you
make a time to meet with me to discuss the needs of the student and forms completed.

One Plans

In January 2018 Department for Education teachers were provided with access to an
online system that allows them to create and document personalised learning plans
using a new online module, One Plan. This year the Waikerie Partnership and therefore
Morgan Primary and Preschool, will be using the online system for our students’ One
Plans. This personalised learning plan will replace a range of learning plans including
Negotiated Education Plan (NEP), Individual Learning Plan (ILP), and Individual
Education Plan (IEP). The One Plan will be developed annually by working in partnership
with children / students, parents / carers / guardians and service providers. Learning
plans are more effective when all participants contribute to its development. Should your
child require a plan, a meeting time and date will be negotiated with you to share
information about your child that will inform the development of the plan.

Aftendance Matters

2021 Enrolments and Classes

We are beginning the process of looking at class structures for 2021. With Year 7’s
starting high school in 2022, schools need to be very specific with numbers as it
determines the number of classes, teachers, support staff and other learning programs
offered. If you have a child who is due to start reception in 2021 please contact the front
office to confirm that an enrolment form has been completed. If you are planning to enrol
your child at another site next year, please let the Front Office know as soon as possible.




Principal news continued

Learning Stronger Mathematics through Games

We all know that children enjoy playing games. Experience tells us that games can be very productive learning activities.
Students will often say that they played a game in maths and games are a regular part of some of the younger classes.
What educational benefits are there to be gained from games?

Benefits of Using Games

The advantages of using games in a mathematical programme have been summarised in an article by Davies (1995) who
researched the literature available at the time.

e Meaningful situations - for the application of mathematical skills- are created by games

e Motivation - children freely choose to participate and enjoy playing

e Positive attitude - Games provide opportunities for building self-concept and developing positive attitudes towards
mathematics, through reducing the fear of failure and error; Increased learning - in comparison to more formal
activities, greater learning can occur through games due to the increased interaction between children,
opportunities to test intuitive ideas and problem solving strategies

o Different levels - Games can allow children to operate at different levels of thinking and to learn from each other.
In a group of children playing a game, one child might be encountering a concept for the first time, another may be
developing his/her understanding of the concept, a third consolidating previously learned concepts

e Assessment - children's thinking often becomes apparent through the actions and decisions they make

e A game, so the teacher has the opportunity to carry out diagnosis and assessment of learning in a non-threatening
situation

e Home and school - Games provide 'hands-on' interactive tasks for both school and home

e Independence - Children can work independently of the teacher. The rules of the game and the children's motivation
usually keep them on task.

The basic structures of some games are common to many cultures, and the procedures of simple games can be quickly
learned through observation. Children who are reluctant to participate in other mathematical activities because of language
barriers will often join in a game, and so gain access to the mathematical learning as well as engage in structured social
interaction. Games can easily be adapted for different year levels and abilities and maths content. Ask your child about
some of the games they may play in class at school. Some of the games might be fun for you to play at home as a family.

Regards
Melissa Claridge

Principal
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Parent Information

BOOK WEEK NEXT TUESDAY — MORNING PARADE 9.00AM

CURIOUS CREATURES,

WILD MINDS
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#  #(BCA2020

Wednesday Healthy Lunch —Ham and Cheese Toasties $2

ROSTER FOR TERM 4 — HEALTHY LUNCHES

Week 2 Sander/Prior
Week 3 Osborne/Williams
Week 4 Seaford

Week 5 Jaeger/Edwards

During the holidays, we have had
new carpet installed in the lower
and middle primary classrooms.
Thank you to the staff and
students for moving furniture so
that it could be installed.

It looks great!




Community Notices
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Is your child due for their dental check-up?

If your child hasn’t had their regular dental check-up yet, the
upcoming school holidays is an ideal time to book an appointment
without having to worry about taking them out of school.

Prevention is always better than cure — which is why regularly
assessing your child’s teeth is the most effective way to keep their
dental health on track from childhood right through to adulthood.

Your child may also be eligible for $1000 FREE basic dental
care every two years through the Child Dental Benefits Schedule
(CDBS).

To book an appointment and/or find out if your child is eligible
today, give us a call on (08) 85682 1944.

www.berridentist.com.au
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